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obvious remark that the fortress seemed unlikely to be
finished in time. " What do you propose to do about it?"
asked Albuquerque. " I told him/' says Francisco, " that
if he would allow me, I would wander about inland and
bring in workers. He replied that he was afraid I might upset
the natives, whereupon I promised to pay a cruzado com-
pensation to any nigger who complained of me. Then he
gave me a horse and bade me go. . . ." The resourceful
Hebrew ferreted around and brought in workers by the score,
besides persuading local magnates to send along their slaves.

When the weather became a little drier, the general
health improved, and the white men went to work again.
They were probably more efficient than the natives and
could not be dispensed with altogether, but Albuquerque had
a large team of local labourers and no longer drove his own
men as before. By standing over the work himself at all
hours of the day, he did finish his fort in time, but it was a
breathless performance.

Concentrated effort in one direction never seemed to
prevent Albuquerque giving attention to other matters.
During his stay at Malacca there was nothing that he did
not try to find out regarding the history, geography and
ethnology of that part of the world, and he took careful note
of every piece of information that he could collect. His
investigations must have been facilitated by the crowd of
ambassadors that kept on arriving from all the kinglets of
the Archipelago, all anxious to declare themselves vassals of
the Portuguese crown.

The King of Campar, who had married Sultan Mohamed's
daughter, hastened to disown his father-in-law and tender
his submission to the conqueror. The kings of Menangkabo
and of Java did likewise and numerous minor royalties
followed suit. Upon his King's behalf, Albuquerque accepted
their allegiance, but he took their protestations with the
proverbial grain of salt. They arrived in such numbers that
he suspected that curiosity or a desire to spy might be their
chief motives. None the less, he granted friendship and